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As of Rpril 6, 2020, this case can be closed.
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Supplement
CAD Call info/comments

leaf house multi people down.
08:36:18 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

unit sp 60 is aware and has been attached

08:41:57 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
advised sp06 of the call.
08:42:38 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

06 will be advising the higher ups

08:47:29 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
drone and k9 units en

08:47:59 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
301 asking for the imat units
08:48:23 09/16/2019 - Clark, J
1203 is aware

08:49:50 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
4010// in augusta with plane if
08:50: 38 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
303 they are going to be on the
08:50:44 09/16/2019 - Burns, C
ws2141 in the airplane they are
08:50:55 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
311 os

08:52:04 09/16/2019 - Burns, C
called franklin - fire dept was
08:52:31 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
319 and 1316 os

08:55:09 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
303 and 309 os

08:56:10 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
25 advised that they are in the
08:57:22 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

needed.
mtblue tower check with oit

going to fly over

os when it happened. dont have a numebr yet

augusta and they have a plain if needed

301 find out where the ct zone is, command post is twitchels on farmington

falls road

08:58: 02 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
coke factory parking lot.
08:58:07 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
per sp3l1

08:58:21 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
all units have been advised
08:58:35 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
60 have all units take high st.
08:59: 32 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

60 have unit 25 come with a plain to check the area

09:00: 38 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301 advised call dot for a detor through farmington falls

09:01:21 09/16/2019 - Burns, C
dot advised.
09:03:11 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

1302// have sp ic all me once o©s

09:04:08 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp301 have sp3l9 contact feranklin 407 to get road shut down on northdide of

the scene
09:04:42 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
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25 will be en and will give 1102 a call to get everything lined up.
09:04:54 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

1105 and 1106 os

08:05:22 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp319 copies i will call direct

09:06: 38 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301 advised they maybe moving the command post to a diff location

08:07:07 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

ws2141 i am warden pilot heading to farmington.

08:07:39 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

303 will be advising the IC of the air units that are headed that way
08:07:57 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp301 on my cell portable is not working

08:09:05 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

command post will be in the area of 259 farmington falls rd

08:09:50 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

spl209 is going to be the cadaver dog

08:09:56 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

310 is advising that the CP is going to be prob moved to the parking lot high st
08:09:56 09/16/2019 - Barrett, P

2213 locking for type of chemicals involved for dog purposes {(advised none
reported; google maps show propane tank outside business)

08:13:42 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

25 is going to be en in the air craft in 20 min eta

08:14:39 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

303// have the 1303 call me

09:15: 01 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

ws2203 in the air picking up ws2141l sp25 copies

08:18:12 09/16/2019 - Bishop, C

301// the command post is going to be at the coca cocla plant. Call dot and
advise them that the detour is to shut down from farmington falls and go to rte
156. would like a unit to go to rte 156 to maintain that. The Farmington sheiff
department is at coca cocla plant

08:19:49 09/16/2019 - Bishop, C

DOT advised.

08:20:58 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301// advised give 802 a call and have one of his units maintain at 156
08:25:25 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

traf division for mapping crew - per fm 1302

08:25:31 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp827 they area already there

09:26:14 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp60 high st access to the new CP the old coca cola factury

09:31:22 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

rl spll00 os

09:45:42 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

unit 25 i1s going to be up in the air over farmington and he is in contact with
the warden units that are in the air

09:50: 09 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- enroute to farmington with colors. 410 has been made awar e

09:52:37 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

302 has been made aware that 313 is enrocute

09:56:13 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

spll02 let sp25 know that we are all set with the people in the air. we are
going to be flying the drones

10:06: 56 09/16/2019 - Clark, J
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SP16 called in, he is trying to make contact with 219. They need someone from
the member assistance team to go over to Farmington and standby at the scehe
10:07: 04 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Tried to reach 219 wvia cell no answer

10:07: 06 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

sp25 will be clear of the scene en back to augusta air port
10:07:56 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Tried to reach 219 via home with no answer

10:09: 31 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

300 en to farmington

10:16:22 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301// get contact with 1102 and have him come down to the scene
10:17:20 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301 has 1105 with him and he will talk with him

10:18:10 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

1314 is with 1102 and he will let him know the request
10:19:48 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301// marshall wants bomb dog run over the scene first
10:21:17 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

left vm for 48 for 301

10:26:21 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Per 16 he is requesting we try to make contact with 1211
10:27: 31 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Tried to reach 1211 via cell no answer

10:28:27 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Tried to reach 1211 via "home" no answer

10:29:40 09/16/2019 - Sircis, K

per sp301 the 1105 will be starting to map and the k-9 is ready to track
10:29:55 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Administrative Assistant Colleen Nason advised 1211 is in ERT training
10:30:53 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Per 16 725 is going to be en route

10:41: 33 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

1211 will call Unit 16

11: 01: 57 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

300//o0s

11:21:59 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

828//clear from farmington

13:11:42 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

1400hrs transport toc the medical examiners office

13:15:55 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

cmp eta unknown eta

13:58:21 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

precession is leaving farmington now

13:58:31 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

augusta pd has been advised

14:13:50 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- entering New Sharon

14:28:33 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- entering rome on 27

14:40:07 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- entering Belgrade

14:58:59 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- entering sidney on 27

15:22:52 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

sp313 out at mes office
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CAD Call info/comments

leaf house multi people down.
08:36:18 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

unit sp 60 is aware and has been attached

08:41:57 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
advised sp06 of the call.
08:42:38 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

06 will be advising the higher ups

08:47:29 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
drone and k9 units en

08:47:59 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
301 asking for the imat units
08:48:23 09/16/2019 - Clark, J
1203 is aware

08:49:50 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
4010// in augusta with plane if
08:50: 38 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
303 they are going to be on the
08:50:44 09/16/2019 - Burns, C
ws2141 in the airplane they are
08:50:55 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
311 os

08:52:04 09/16/2019 - Burns, C
called franklin - fire dept was
08:52:31 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
319 and 1316 os

08:55:09 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
303 and 309 os

08:56:10 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
25 advised that they are in the
08:57:22 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

needed.
mtblue tower check with oit

going to fly over

os when it happened. dont have a numebr yet

augusta and they have a plain if needed

301 find out where the ct zone is, command post is twitchels on farmington

falls road

08:58: 02 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
coke factory parking lot.
08:58:07 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
per sp3l1

08:58:21 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
all units have been advised
08:58:35 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
60 have all units take high st.
08:59: 32 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

60 have unit 25 come with a plain to check the area

09:00: 38 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301 advised call dot for a detor through farmington falls

09:01:21 09/16/2019 - Burns, C
dot advised.
09:03:11 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

1302// have sp ic all me once o©s

09:04:08 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp301 have sp3l9 contact feranklin 407 to get road shut down on northdide of

the scene
09:04:42 09/16/2019 - Corson, T
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25 will be en and will give 1102 a call to get everything lined up.
09:04:54 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

1105 and 1106 os

08:05:22 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp319 copies i will call direct

09:06: 38 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301 advised they maybe moving the command post to a diff location

08:07:07 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

ws2141 i am warden pilot heading to farmington.

08:07:39 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

303 will be advising the IC of the air units that are headed that way
08:07:57 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp301 on my cell portable is not working

08:09:05 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

command post will be in the area of 259 farmington falls rd

08:09:50 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

spl209 is going to be the cadaver dog

08:09:56 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

310 is advising that the CP is going to be prob moved to the parking lot high st
08:09:56 09/16/2019 - Barrett, P

2213 locking for type of chemicals involved for dog purposes {(advised none
reported; google maps show propane tank outside business)

08:13:42 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

25 is going to be en in the air craft in 20 min eta

08:14:39 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

303// have the 1303 call me

09:15: 01 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

ws2203 in the air picking up ws2141l sp25 copies

08:18:12 09/16/2019 - Bishop, C

301// the command post is going to be at the coca cocla plant. Call dot and
advise them that the detour is to shut down from farmington falls and go to rte
156. would like a unit to go to rte 156 to maintain that. The Farmington sheiff
department is at coca cocla plant

08:19:49 09/16/2019 - Bishop, C

DOT advised.

08:20:58 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301// advised give 802 a call and have one of his units maintain at 156
08:25:25 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

traf division for mapping crew - per fm 1302

08:25:31 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp827 they area already there

09:26:14 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

sp60 high st access to the new CP the old coca cola factury

09:31:22 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

rl spll00 os

09:45:42 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

unit 25 i1s going to be up in the air over farmington and he is in contact with
the warden units that are in the air

09:50: 09 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- enroute to farmington with colors. 410 has been made awar e

09:52:37 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

302 has been made aware that 313 is enrocute

09:56:13 09/16/2019 - Burns, C

spll02 let sp25 know that we are all set with the people in the air. we are
going to be flying the drones

10:06: 56 09/16/2019 - Clark, J
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SP16 called in, he is trying to make contact with 219. They need someone from
the member assistance team to go over to Farmington and standby at the scehe
10:07: 04 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Tried to reach 219 wvia cell no answer

10:07: 06 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

sp25 will be clear of the scene en back to augusta air port
10:07:56 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Tried to reach 219 via home with no answer

10:09: 31 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

300 en to farmington

10:16:22 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301// get contact with 1102 and have him come down to the scene
10:17:20 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301 has 1105 with him and he will talk with him

10:18:10 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

1314 is with 1102 and he will let him know the request
10:19:48 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

301// marshall wants bomb dog run over the scene first
10:21:17 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

left vm for 48 for 301

10:26:21 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Per 16 he is requesting we try to make contact with 1211
10:27: 31 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Tried to reach 1211 via cell no answer

10:28:27 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Tried to reach 1211 via "home" no answer

10:29:40 09/16/2019 - Sircis, K

per sp301 the 1105 will be starting to map and the k-9 is ready to track
10:29:55 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Administrative Assistant Colleen Nason advised 1211 is in ERT training
10:30:53 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

Per 16 725 is going to be en route

10:41: 33 09/16/2019 - Clark, J

1211 will call Unit 16

11: 01: 57 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

300//o0s

11:21:59 09/16/2019 - Corson, T

828//clear from farmington

13:11:42 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

1400hrs transport toc the medical examiners office

13:15:55 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

cmp eta unknown eta

13:58:21 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

precession is leaving farmington now

13:58:31 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

augusta pd has been advised

14:13:50 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- entering New Sharon

14:28:33 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- entering rome on 27

14:40:07 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- entering Belgrade

14:58:59 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

313- entering sidney on 27

15:22:52 09/16/2019 - Pesce, D

sp313 out at mes office
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I placed Placard E on the regulator that was identified as the Phase 2 regulator that was
connected to the riser next to the LEAP building. That regulator had been blown from its
original location and embedded in the exterior wall of Shiretown Tire. The regulator was

photographed and collected. I placed it in an evidence box and secured it on the Mobile
Command Truck and labeled it as Item #5.

The Farmington water company was asked to come by toc see if they could locate the gas line
underground before we started to excavate the area to expose the gas line. A couple of guys
arrived on scene from the water company. They used an instrument to search for the gas line
and was able to mark the pavement as to where the gas line ran from the tank to the LEAP
building.

I had previcusly marked the four metal poles in the ground with numbers. I photographed each

pole's height as they were that day with the pole number I had marked it with. It appeared
that if the water company's line was accurate that Pole #2 is very close to the gas line and
may have damaged the gas line when it was installed.

The pavement was cut arcund Pole #2 as to not disturb the pole while the rest of the pavement
was removed so the ground could be dug by hand to expose the gas line. Eventually, all of
the pavement that was around Pole #2 was removed without disturbing Pole #2 at all. I
documented this process with photos.

The gas line was exposed from the riser next to the LEAP building gradually towards the tank.
As soon as they approached Pole #2 exposing the gas line, it was apparent that the gas line
had been compromised and the tracer wire that ran along the outside of the gas line had also
been severed. The severed tracer line and the breech to the gas line was right next to Pole
#2. See photos. The poles that were installed are Techno Metal Posts. These posts have an
approximate 12-inch augur on the bottom of the pole and the pole is installed by drilling it
into the ground. It appears that the augur part of the pole had damaged the gas line. This
area was well documented with photos.

It was decided that another pressure test should be done below the damaged part of the gas
line back to the propane tank to see if there are any other leaks detected. If there were no
other leaks, it was agreed that there would be no need to dig the rest of the line to expose
it.

Item #11 Section of Gas Line Building riser to damaged area 1540 hrs

The section of gas line and tracer wire was removed from the trench. The tracer wire was
taped to the gas line as it was found. I took photos of the breech in the gas line. The gas
line and tracer wire was marked as Item #11 and secured on the Mobile Command Truck.

NOTE: The ground had a very strong odor of Mercaptan

1550 hrs - The pressure test was conducted between the tank to an area just below the damaged
gas line and there were no leaks detected. The pressure test was run for 15 minutes at 10
psi. Photos of the pressure test were taken.

Item #8/Placard F ~8-inch piece of black Driveway to Evergreen 1628 hrs
iron pipe Trailer Park

While walking through the debris in the driveway that leads to the Evergreen Trailer Park, a
small piece of black ircn pipe with threads on each end was located. I was advised that this
may be a piece of pipe that went with the regulator that was embedded in the side of

05/07/20






Incident Report 19F049458 Page 38 of 110

1415 hrs - The two circuit breaker panels were located under the large debris pile of the
older part of the LEAP office building. I photographed the area that they were located in.
I got right up to the circuit panels and could clearly see that the Main Breaker of the
service panel was in the "Off" position. The sub-panel next to it did not have a main
breaker. It ran off from the Main Panel.

1435 hrs - Sgt. Grimes called me over to the side of the older building. He advised that
they had located the Service Entrance where the power lines run from the pole to the
building. I photographed the Service Entrance as it was found.

1600 hrs - The processing and search of the scene was determined to be completed at this
time. All the evidence was accounted for and secured. NOTE: All firefighter equipment that
had been collected was turned over to the Mike Laplante of Bureau of Labor Standards. See

Evidence List.

Larry A, Morrill

Fire Investigator

State of Maine Fire Marshal's Office - Central Division
September 27, 2019
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THIS TRANSCRIPT HAS BEEN PREPARED TO CORRESPOND AS ACCURATELY AS POSSIBLE TO THE AUDIO
RECORDING TO WHICH THE TRANSCRIPT RELATES. THE TRANSCRIPT WAS NOT PREPARED BY AN OFFICIAL
COURT REPORTER OR PROFESSIONAL TRANSCRIPTIONIST.
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Supplement
Case # 19F049458
Cross File

SCENE EXAMINATION REPORT

City/Town

Farmington County

Franklin

Officer's Code/Signature

#8430, Investigator Jeremy Damren
Date of Report

September 16, 2019

Assignment:

On Monday, September 16, 2019, Sgt. Grimes assigned me to an explosion at the LEAP Building
located at 313 Farmington Falls Road in Farmington.

Property:

The property involved in this explosion is an approximate 32' x 81' newly constructed
two-story building with a full basement attached to a previous original one-story building
with a basement. There was electricity at the time of the explosion.

The driveway consisted of what appeared to be asphalt pavement.

Exterior Examination:

It should be noted that the debris field was extensive and crossed many roads/driveways and
properties. Several vehicles were parked in the vicinity/driveway and they sustained heavy
blast/mechanically fractured damage. See photograph below.

Examination of this explosion scene began at the front of the building, which is the side
closest to Route 2. Examination revealed no standing walls in the newly constructed
building. A large debris field was noted on top of the original building. Power lines
were noted on the front/right side corner of the building. Also noted on the front/right
side in the driveway were Farmington Fire apparatus with debris on top of them

Examination of the right side of the building revealed a large debris field and collapsed
walls. Some of the debris from the newly constructed building was noted on top of the
original building. It was evident that the seat of the blast did not occur on this side of
the structure.

Examination of the rear of the building revealed no standing walls in the newly constructed
building. A large debris pile was noted on top of the original building. One bollard
(in-ground post) was noted on the right side of the building drilled into the ground, close
to the left side corner. Alsc noted was a 500-gallon CN Brown propane tank Examination of
that tank's fuel gauge revealed "0" fuel in the tank.
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* Thursday, September 12, 2019-Leap employees report no hot water in the building, which
the hot water is supplied by the propane boiler

* Friday, September 13, 2019-The 500-gallon propane tank is confirmed to be empty. CN
Brown was notified at 11:36AM and 391.9 gallons of propane is delivered at 11:51 AM

* Saturday/Sunday September 14-15, 2019-LEAP Building is empty with the exception of
Wood possibly coming in

* Monday, September 16, 2019-The 500-gallon propane tank is confirmed by a LEAP employee
to be empty and evacuation of the building begins

Excavation of the propane line from the tank to the building revealed that bollard #2, as
documented by photograprhs, damaged the propane line upon insertion. This allowed for the
propane to leak into the gravel. See prhotograprh below.

Excavation of the propane line revealed a strong odor of mercaptan {an induced cdorant into
the propane) coming from the dirt.

Between September 10, 2019 and September 16, 2019, the propane seeps into the basement. Some
ways of travel identified are the sump hole, through the radon hole, by following the
propane line, or through the concrete.

On September 16, 2019, optimum explosion conditions were reached as oxygen is introduced by
maintenance going in and out of the basement on that morning through normal course of
business. At the time LEAP maintenance identified a possible propane leak, an evacuation
occurred as well as opening of doors and additiconal windows.

A definitive ignition scurce will never be established, however there are several potential
ignition sources. Some of these potential ignition sources are any electrical component,
static electricity, or ignition of the boiler. There was electricity at the time of the
explosion.

This scene examination has been peer reviewed by:
Sgt. Joel Davis, CFI

Sgt. Ken Grimes, CFI

Senior Investigator Chris Stanford, CFI

Senior Investigator Ken MacMaster, CFI
Investigator Isaiah Peppard

Investigator Ken Tabor, CFI

Investigator Larry Morrill

This scene examination report was peer reviewed by Senior Investigator Ed Archer, CFI.
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For more, see transcript.

05/07/20







































Incident Report 19F049458 Page 87 of 110

05/07/20










































































